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RES Witcheraft Spots in the Historic 


Bi-Centennial Anniversary of 


‘the Famous Craze. 


Town Described. 


Interesting Reminiscences of the 


Strange Delusion. 


Danvers to Celebrate the Centennial 
To-Day. 


“ The cautious goodman nails no more 
A horse shoe on me outer 
Lest some unseemly hag sho 

* To his own mouth her bridle bit, 


Our witches are no longer old 
And wrinkled beldames Satan-sold, 3 | 
But young and gay and laughing creatures, | 
With the heart's stinshine 
Their sorcery— whic 
Where the raised lid. unveils its glances.” 


« So sings the loved poet of Oak Knoll, long ago 


‘encompassed by the witchery of the fair daugh-— 
ters of Salem and her countryside, nor yet. 
passed from itsspell. Yea. verily, witchcraft is | 
‘still abroad within her borders, as the youth of 


‘ 


COTTON MATHER, 


the town will testify, and none of them so an- 


gallant but will attest the trath of that tender 
and loving portraiture of ye Salem Witch of to«: 


y. 
The love of the uncanny, the weird, and the 
mystifying is upon us still. The sons are delving 
yet more deeply than the fathers into the mys- 


tries of the unknown—the wonders of electri- 


Aty, of animal magnetism, and of natural 
phenomena—all of which held their place in that 
“nlack art” of two hundred years ago, which 
formed the basis of Salem witchcraft. ‘ 

The light thrown upon them by the advance’ 
of scientifie research has rolled back that dark 
and terrible pall of fanatical superstition 
whicn enveloped the colony in 1692, iy 


, Yet’tis well to remember that: 


Falsehoods which we sparn to-day 
Were the trutins of long ago; 

Let the dead boughs fall away 
Fresher shall the living grow.” 


The modern conception makes ye witch of th: 
olden time a somewhat festive old lady, wit) 
sugur-ioaf hat tied under the ears, long flowing 
tresses, attenuated form but ample skirts, who’, 
ridies the broomstick in the fuli light of a-cres-. 
cont moon, with a black cat perched on her 
shoulder. The “carlin’s” cheeks are pinched 
anisunken, and her chin has an upward turn 
to meet her very aquiline nose, Her piercing 
gaze sweeps the _starlit sky. This’ 
creature figures on the Salem spoon, 


with the witeh pins, cat, and grim 


hempen cord. She -is.. met. with 
frequently both in verse and prose, It was one: 
of her ilk who chased the inckless Tam O’Shan- 
ter’s mare and robbed her of her flowing tail. . 
Che sisters of Hecate were of her kind, an! she 
may have been the original Witch of Endor, | 
who recalled to Saul the wraith of Samuel to 
pronounce the terrible doom of that wretched 
king, but she wasn’t the Salem Witch of verita- 
ble histpry. 

Its queer old rambling houses, rich in their 
hoard of traditionary lore, its witch pins, its, 
Gallows Hill, where real witches ‘were hung, 
its biack jack and its Gibraltars, have as much, 
and even inore perhaps, to do with the charm 
attachiug to Salem town as the delicious aroma 
of old India gums and spices, and sandalwood, 
tong since disposed of, still hovering in the de- 
vaying old warehouses which once bone 


them, or the collection of rare and wonder 
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the farthest point of the rch 
ast.” in the East India Marine Museum. Wath: 
ered by the gallant captains of the famous ships | 
of other days, 
Salem witebcraft, and the distinction of being 
the place where the witches were hung. gives 
the old city a.large share of its enduring his- 
toric fame, and draws to it year by year an ever 
increasing train Of visitors. And yet, that 
which has become robbed of its terrors by the 
passage of two centuries, and is now a dream of 
the past, its stern character lost in all the fan- 
tastic imagery of poetic romance. Was in its_ 
reality one of the most appalling, disgra@iul | 
and wicked delusions that has ever darkened 
the page of history. 
Thus in the approaching _bi-centennial anni- 
yersaries in Danvers and in Salem, the children 
of the fathers, both of the ancient village an 
the town, see oniy welcome opportunities to— 
express their recognition of the great wrong 
cominitted, and of the heroism and Christian | 
martyrdom of that remarkable company of men > 
and women, who yielded their lives on the tree, 
red the hangman’s rope, on the crest of Gallows 
Hili, ratier than to renounce their faith in God 
and their hope Christ of a blesse 
resurrection—than to admit the mastery of that 
arch-tiend, Satan, the popular belief in whose — 
gma really raised all the mischief in 
L092, 
The despised witches, and wizards, too, have 
long since become canonized in the neightor- 
hood in which they lived. In fact, those 
cannot claim witch blood in their veins. 1n 
lineal descent, have come to feel a something 
lacking in their family tree. | 
-Singularly enough, too, of al) the array of 
ying accusers, consequential clergy and pomp- 
ous Judges ani court officials, but littie ir 
trace is left among the families in Salem Vil- 
lage or its neighborhood. They have become 
but'a memory so disagreeablesto recall that by 
pommon consent it is dropped altogether. 
Witchcraft Localities. 


The visitor who drops down in Salem in quest 
of witchcraft lore will, upon reaching the top of 
the short rise to the square surmounting the 
tunnel, fiid himself at once upon historic 
At his rigiit, on the further corner of 

at site, now occupied by the substantial brick 
ehurch and business edifice, atthe jJunciion of 
Higginson sauare and Essex street, stood the 
first Protestant church in America, built in 
1634 and eniarged in 1639 and again in 1670. 
It was into this latter edifice that Rebekah, 
Nurse, the pious witch of 1692 was brougitin 
her chains to be formally excommanicated and 
ziven over tothe devil. 


Directly in front of it, looking down the 
ancient ‘low ouse Lane, stood the old ori- 
inal Court House oj the Colonies.in the mid- 


le of the street, nearly opposite what are vow 
Lynde and Church streets. 

On the » estern sie of the way was the home 
of Rev. Nicholas Noyes, on the site of the pres- 
ent Brookhouse estate. He was the ordained 
teacher of the First Church from 1683 titl his 
death, Dec. 13,1717. Mr. Noyes was a fine 
scholar and abie preacher, but he was com- 
vietely away by the witcivraft delusion. 
Ii was he who was present at the last execuiion | 
on Ga.lows Hill, on the 22d of September, and, 
him to the bodies,” said,: What a sad 

8 


thing it is to see eight fire brands of ‘hell hang- 
- Directly opposite his house, by strange 


coincidence, on the corner of Washington and 
Church streets, extending back, coveriug 
ite of the present Lyceum Halli, was the town 
homestead of Bridget Bishop, the first victiin 
of thre witchcraft accusers to suifer death. She 
received this property trom her second husband, 
Thomas Oliver, who died in 1679, 
Naught remains of these old buildings buta_ 


tablet on the iron fence in front of the Brook- b 


house estate on Washington street. 

Returning to Essex street aud passing to the 
eastward, the course otf the hanyman’s cart~is 
‘traced down throngn Prison jane, St. Peter 
strect, to the original gaoi, then upon the west- 
ern side of the way, not far trom the present 
eworner ot Federat and St. Peterstreet. This 

uilding. so tar as its original timbers go, forpas | 
{@ part of the présent resilence of AbnerC 
a. elf, E-q., at No. 4 Federal sirect. . | 


Wi 
Quaker of that name an ia 
reason Of his  s6ct,” 
laces’” of ghar 


Combig back to Essex siréet and Gon 


on th? lower portion of th= town, the 
First Church of 1634, a portion, at least. o ti 


building of 1692 maybe found direetly in the: 


r ur of Plummer. Hall, now the property of the 


of the .present estate at. No Ess 
street, stool the tavern’ of 
a symone hostelry of the witehcraft days, 
¥ ich the preliminary examin ttions of George: 
acobs, Sr.,. and Margaret, his daughter. were. 
held on the 10th of May, 1692, at which Sarah 
Churchill, the old man’s. handmaid, tore false 
Witness against him. as. she afterwards admit, 


‘Essex Institute. Stili further down, on the | 


€ very end of the town, down near the 
water, stood the house of Philip English, one of 
the finest types of the old school colonial 
mansions, occupying the site on the southern 
side of Essex street, embracing the area between 
} nglish and Webb streets, Tue residence, with: 
ts many gables, was. for a time held to be 
awthorne’s Mythical House of the Seven 
Gables, until its destruction some years ago, 
since when another existing homestead:bears 
Here comes ’round the corner the witch’s mod- 


ern coach, with its careful man, who ' 
“* Whenever the evil-minded witch 
ae Would cut some caper gives a twitch” 
othat string tied to the mytiricleg of theh 
above that daggoe Dr. Holmes tells us of, and 
though, as he says. “you can’t see her,” you 
hear sure enough * her black cat’s purr,’— 
“And now and then, asatraingoesby, . 
may a gleam of her evil eye.” 
ust’a short ride up town through the narrow 
business street of Salem’s tradesmen, and then 
, fol owing in the major ; 
the trial o the witches’ cart of ’92. 


Roger Williams, or old Witch House, a 
eer old ib is 
fainiliarly known, built in 1635: This old ‘well: 
ing stands upon the western corner and has suf- 
fered many alterations in its more than two 
centuries of existence, but enough is left to. 
show its original quaintness of architecture, 
With -its overhanging second story. The rear 
portion is much more antiquated than the front, 
This house was the home of Jonathan Corwin, 
the Magistrate. There is a tradition that-the 
preliminary examinations or trials of the ac. 
cused were held here. Rev, Charies W, Upham, 
Salem’s_ best authority on witchcraft history,” 
was of the opinion that one form in which this” 
tradition has come down was probably correct. 
ere muy not have been accommodations | 
for both the arene and the petit juries in the. 
Court House, both holding their sessions at the: 
same lume, and it is quite possivle that thé 
rant Jury held its hearings and 
amined witnesses in the spacious south 
eastern room of this old house, r- 


tion of which is still shown 
visitors. The late George P. Farrington, 
now beiougs, 


Whose estate this hou 
claimed proof positive that witeh hearings Were 

elu in this mansion, and it continues to be 
famiiiarly known as the Wi ouse. It is a 


ings With his satayic majesty, Samu od 
tuck also had a ‘son: who was afflicted 
grievous tits. and who re:used to cuine t6 his 
Wite tor either cake or money uniil he be 


been heiped off a board 
Dersistec in lying as 
Stranger to the dhattucks: having Called 


At the corner of North and Essex streets is the 


& por) 


oF me if 
Ly 
> 
© 


Ve 
33 
> 
| 
aan very interesting old uwelling to examine, | 
ae. Upon the opposite siie ot the way still stands! 
another old witchcrait house, wearly opposite! 
4 the North Church. This resideviee was. the! | 
“ home oi Samuei Shattuck, the hatter and dyer, 
a@ Very active person, says Mr. Upham, in geting 
4 up witchcratt charges against is 
neigivorhood. It was upon his .6yi- 
dence that Bridget Bishop, the 
‘ witch victim, was brought to thy galiows, fhe! | 
Widow Oliver, as she was familiarly called, Nas 
fond of gay colors and COM ecting 
biack and scarlet combinations er 
5 for the toilet ofa plain and honest woman, Ee: 


ravine to the 


Pronounced the chiid'vbewitcbeu, aud by his si 
suggested Bridget, Samuel ciosed his 
‘deposition wich the words “and, by these cir- 
Cuimsta. ces I do belicvé that the aforesaid 
Bridget Oliver—now called Bishop—is the cause 
Of it; and has ween the judzment of doctors, 
‘Such as lived here and of foreigners, that he is 
| unuer an evil hand of witcueratt:” 
, ttiere were aiso on this side of the way the 
hOmes ot Jomi Cook, next to Suattuck, opposite 
‘the eastern entrance to tbe North Church yard, 
and of Jonu Biy, 1a the rear of Cook, nis uouse 
fronting On Suminer street. It was Cook's 18- 
Years-0id son Who woke in the morning to see the 
form ot Bridget Bishop standing in is chamver 
‘Bud disappear througt a crevice in the winuow 
$0 8mail that he couid put his hand itoit. And 
bt was John Biy aud Rebecca who had a trouble. 
| With Bishop about paying for a. sow 
bought of her, the which creature was atter- 
‘warus taken with strange fits, as though siark 
Mad, and ran vack and forth between the 
house of the deponents anu of Bisiion, vut was 
saved by a“ big dose of red ochre anu milk.” | 
f Witch Hill. 
__ Stopping thecar‘at the corner of Hanson and 
‘Boston streets, a short ciimb brinss us to the 
highest pointin Salem, from whence a giorious 
View Oi sea and shore is’ spread‘out to the gaze. 


Gallows till,” t:..ough ot late .ycars the more 
eupionious Witch Hill” has een substituted. 


véry brow of the highest portion, there is en- 
closed a nearly lovei piece of iand, which for 
years has veen denominated upon the city maps 
as Witch Square. it is a piece of common 
ground which nas always belonged io the City 


‘of Salem; before thatto the town, and in the. 


earlicr days un:louvtedly to_ths ancient com- 
has hundred years and more 
‘been puolic property. 
_ This at present unimproved field is believed 
‘to have been the place of execution. Intéring 
‘the enclosure, we stand upon sacred grounds, 
for upon this spot, as fixed by well preserved 
‘continuous tradition, were hanged the 19 un- 
fortunate per-ons who would not renounce their 
‘Religion and confess the devil to be their m ster. 
The place is, “as it were,” as Rov. Mr. Upham 
‘styles it, *’a platform raised high in air.” Itisa 
‘point. (rom whence the sad spectacle upon it 
éouli be viewed from the surrounding couutry 
The historian says ‘‘asit was believed by the 
people generally that they were engaged ina 
ages" battle with Satau, one of whose t:tles was 
“the Prince of the Power of the Air,’ perhaps 
they chose this spot to execute his confe lerates, 
because in somg totiat high point thy were 
flaunting him in his face, Griebrating their 
triumph over him in his own reali.” ; 
Though ft iere is ne contemporaneous or subse- 
_quent record that the executions took place on 
‘the spot assigned by ‘racdition, still that tradi- 
tion has been uniform, and continuous, and the 
square, having from the begiuni z velonged to 
the town an! the city, what is more proliable 
than that it was used for its public purposes. 
Jt is learned from a letter written by. Dr. 
Edwar! Hoivoke in Silem, dated Nov. 25, 1791; 
that “in the last month tiiere lic | a inan in this 
town by ths name o: Symon s, ag-d ay 
‘hundred years lacking about six ino:ths, having 
born in tie famous He has 
1o:d mo (writes the doctor) tha: his nurse 
chai often tim that whiie she ws 
attending his mother at ths time she !ay in with 
she@eaw; from the chamber «in low, those 
people hanwing. on Galiows Hii, who 
were, execittel for Wiicors by the deinsion af 
the times.” Joun Symonds lived and died'¢ 
orling to Dr: Bentley,) in a house on the south 
sidé of Bridge sireet, near the southern end of 
verly ridze. | 
“From that‘spot this point on Gallotvs Hill is in 
View atany. time, while no other point in) 
direction would be disc rnable. Here, then. 


‘man ‘did his work, and in yonder slight 
: to eastward -the _ bodies 
of the victims were thrown into the rock 
“revices withont the privitege. of, Christian. 
for so. imbued were the people with the 
orror of the: supernatural that it was beliey 
“he who touched the boly of witch or 


ib is the crest of the ridge which, ever since that | 
fatal suimmer 200 years ayo, has borue the title. 


Crossing Grafton street, on the leit, upon the 


fae a?ove the town 2nd its dwellings, the hang- © 


wizard ed. to the “ black art’ practised 
was therefor an act of great: personal brav- 
and heroism on the part of: the sons of 

Nurse, the witch of vious memory, to 
climb the slopes of Gallows Hill in the darkness 
of mi Inizht, hunt out the remain: of their. 
loved mother smang the slain, and bear th 
tenderly across the and.over fences 

ecent an rixtian burial on 

farm from whence’she had gone to face her ac- 
cusers, 

On the night of the 19th of August, the day-of 

his execution, the. boly of George Jacobs was 
similarly removed by his -young ° grandson. 
strapped to the vack of ah and hig rh 
home to the farm, where the old man was ai L 
to rest beneath the shaile of his own trees. Aig 

With these exceptions, the other bo:lies were | 
left where they were thrown, with simply @ 


persons cried out xgainst—on the 10th: of May, 
1692, and Ann Fos:er, who was _ex:mined on 
Juiy 15. and a confe<sion extorted from her, and 
who must have died sometimeafter, but beiore 
-the r-lease of the accused in May. 1693. _ 
Looking off from the hill far down into the 
town we may locate the spot just back of the 
tower of St. Peter’s and the stone wails of the 
jaif where in the open field Giles Corey yieided 
is heroic spirit beneath the vice-liks pressure 
of the crushing placed upon his br. ast. 
rather than plead to the demand of the implaca-. 
b}:- Judg+s and jurors, and to-save his estates to 
his children. 


To Salem Village. 


_ Now, as we stand. here, the curtain of two 
hundred years rolls back, and we are looking out 
‘upon a ch:rming country in_all its natural 
benuty. Below us tie old road winds not alto-' 
gether as owe ¢ame, but foliow- 
ing _hicher  up...the. valley to get 
round the _ little. ab” “making 
from the broad and sparkiing Nort! River, fill- 
ing ail the space now dubbed_as.“* Blub er Hol- 
low.” the hishway bears off to the southwest, 
‘sweeps ronn! in a curve ly what is now 
the Leonar.| Harrington tantiery into 
Essex street pretty well over to what is the 
head of the pres: nt Broad strest, There is what 


is cal'ed the Bridge across the creck just 


m ntioned. And this old road skirts alone the 
rug sed ledges on the soutuern side of Gillows= 
Hil, strikes quite near to the present 
David Nichols cstate at the turn on 
Proctor. street; follows mot much off the 
line of the present Prospeet street on the slopes 
of the Witci Hill ride passes:throuch the South 
‘Parish. winding along over a part Of CO: 
of Central and Andover stréets until it enters 
the ede of Salem Vi-laze in. prasent Tapl-y- 
villa, anid meets. the oj .Ipswieh roa! not far 
‘from the Fiancis Nurse farm, 
‘Then it winds off through Danvers Centra, 
thin covering of earth cast upon them, until 
after the delusion had spent its force and passed 
away, when they were removed and buried’ 
The Witches, 
BR Here on this hill top were executed for witch-_ 
On the 10th of June, 1692; Bridget. Bishop, 
wife of Edward Bishop, the sawyer. 
On the 19th of July—Sarah Good, a wandering’ 
Sirah Wildes, daughter of Wiiliam 
Wildes Ipswich; Elizabeth» How, wife of 
James How, Jr., of ‘Topetield; Stisanna Marti 4 
of Amesbury, and Rebekah “Nnrse, wife of | 
Francis Nurse, of Salem Villag+ (Lapleyville), 
the 19th: of August, Rev. George Bur-, 
roughs, the persecuted: minister of the Salem 
Villaze Chureh; sturdy John* Proctor, who 
would not desert his wife Eiz beth and suf. 
fer d death inco sequence; George Jacobs, Sr... 
the old mar of 80; John Wiltard. tne husband. 
man, who escaped to Groton, but was brought 
backand hanged, and Martha Carrier of Ane 
dover, whose chiluren were ensnared to testify 
On the 22d) of Béptemher, Martha 
third wife of Giles Corey, who concluded her 
life with an eminent prayer on’ the ladder; 
sary Easty, wife of Isaac Easty of Topsfivid aud 
asister of Rebekah Nurse; Alice Parker, wife | 


of .John Par Salem, whose 
band waa 100" tone of the seductions 
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samuel Beadie’s tavern, and whos¢ disap- | 
proval of the latter led to her condemnation ; 
Ann Pukeator, widow of Jacob, a woman of 70 
years of age: Margaret Scott; Wilmot Reed of 
M rvlehead; Simue Wardwell of Andover. an 
or ginal conf-ssor, but who was too muci of a 
‘man to remain in that crowd, rec ntid and sul . 
fered death: and Mary Park: r of Salem. 
These last were " the cight firebands of hell” | 
nen 1oned by Pastor Noyes of the First Charch, 
Beside these 19 there had died in prison and | 
in chains Sarah Os orn—one of the first_ three — 
mto the heart of the ancient village and on to 
As we io low its turnings, it is quite probable 
that we shall find Cotton Mather, himself, pass 
swiftly by just as he © 
* Came galloping down 
All the way to Newbury town, 
With his eves and his s°t wide, 
And his marve ons 11k-horn by his si le, 
Stirring the while in the shallow pool 
Of his brains for the lore he learned at school, 
To garnish the story, with here a streak 
Of Latin, and there another of Greek, 
And the tales he hear.t and the notes he took— 
Behold! Are they not ia his Wonder book?” 
Keeping this pedantic dominie in sizht, we 
shall find him guiding us across *“ Strong 
Water” Brook, inour present Pooie’s Hoilow, 
and thence “S one’s Plain,” bearing to 
the right over “Gardner’s,”” or, as ws 
now now it, “Goldthwaite’s’’ Brook. 
through an open country, skirting the base of 
“Read’s,” now “Baxton’s,” Hill, and giving 
us charming ziimpses over the Nort'fields and 
the Wooleston,’” now Danvers River to 
* Ryal Side,” or of the Orchard Farm, Governor 


Jolin EnvdJicott’s especial prite, farther up, 


at the confluence of Crane and the Cowhouse 
Rivers. 

The highway leads by the home of Susannah 
Sheldon an! her daugtliter, near the fork of 
the road with the old rowl to Isswich, and the 
house of Walter Phillips, site is now 


occupied by the residence of Francis Peabody, | 


r. | 
Turning to the left. a striking old-time man- 
“sion engages attention. It was the home of 


“Francis and Kebekah Nurse. The house stil 
stan !s to-day. Its timbers hewn from the solid 
oak, by the broad ax», have withstood the 


decay of more than 250 years, for this o.d_ 


homesiead was originally erected in the years 
between 1636 and 1641, by_Townsend Bishop, 
the original owner of the Nurse Farm of 300 
acres. The house is three stories on the gable 
ends, with iong, sloping roof. to_he low kitchen 
lean-to in the rear. Franeis Nurse purchased 
it of Rev. James Allen in 1678 for £400, | 
Our way takes us across Had 'ock’s Bridge ap 
by the Danvers Centre Church, as we know 
to-(lay,a «stopping here we find ourselves on 
the spo: from whence started Salem witchcraft, 
four 7001 miles from Gallows. Hill, and at least 
five miles from Saiem town and its old Court 
House. | 

The Village Meeting House. 


_ The meeting house did not stand exactly on 
the site of the pretty half Dutch, half colonial 
church edifice that we Know to-day, but a short 
distanc? away, 0: the plot to the wor heast, on 
the north side of Hobart street, which was the 
old Meeting House.road o: the village. 

it jvas two-story wooden struciure with a 
door on the side anil one on the end. . The. orig- 
inal dimensions were $4 feet in length by 28 
feet broad, and 16 feet between joints. The 
vote to buiid +t was passed Dec. 26, 1672. In 
March it was agree! that a fifth part of the rate 
for ouildinsg an:l finishing the meeting house 
should be pail in buiter at 5 pence a pound or 
wheat at money price, or in money, and the rest 
of the pay in such pay asshould carry it alone. 


In 1684 the building was. not altogether com- 


plete, for it was voted to hang six casements 11 
the meeting house, and that there be a canope 
setover the pulpit. Galleries were added a_ lit- 
tle ater. In this house the ear ier preliminary 
examinations of the witches in ths village were 
held. It gave piace in 170] toa new and larger 
chure}. 

C.ose by the meeting house in the bend of the 
old road as it curve off towar!s Andover was 
tie tavern.of Natiianiel Ingersoll. ‘The present 
parsonage of the Danvers Centre Church stands 
upon-4the lot. In front of the house was an open 
green Known as [n¢ersoll’s Common. He came 


to this place when about 19 years of age. ver? 
soon after he trought homea bride, Han‘ ah 
Coilins of Lynn, and here he lived for more 
than 70 years. He was a man of consequence— 
the village innkeeper. He posted the sentry 
maintained day and night at the block house, 
which stood on his land to the northeast, and 
a watch was kept toguard against Indian 
a.tacks. 
For the public accommodation he was licensed 
to keep a victualing house; a so to sell beer and 
cider by th. quart on the Lord’s Day. 


| Travelers. 
through the country stovped at Nathaniel luger- 

so.i’> corner. ‘The eariiest path or roadway to 
and from the Eastern settlements went by it, and. 
here we shail find Cotton Mather himself cast- 

ing his bridle upon the neck of his horse and 

d:smounting at the door. Both of the Mathers 

—Revs. Increase and Coiton—and all the Magis- 

trates were entertained here, _Ingersoil was a 
ian of great benevolence. He was made 

deacon ot tie church vy the Rev. Samuei Par- 

ris, Wno Was his near neizhbor in the minister’s . 
louse har. by. 


Where the Mischief Started. 


And now we come to where the mischief 


began. A little farther aiong the road towards 
Anwvover was the home ot Rev. Mr. Parris, and 
lust beyond it the residence o1 Captain Jonathan 
aicotl. 
ln the minister’s house therg was wont to 
gather long winter evenil:s of the eariy 
winter of 1691-2 a coterie of precocious children, 
iudie, Miscnuievous young wurls, listen to the 
weird tales o: ituba, the pastor’s bond woman, 
whom he had brouzht with her busband, John 
lniian, as his siaves from the West Indies, 
Whore he had been a merchant prior to his ¢n- 
tering the ministry. | ‘ 
Mr. Parris. uimself was born in Lon‘lon and 
was 35 years of age when he first appeared in 
Suiemn Vilage in the_ fail of 1638. ‘He was a 
stu.ent in Harvard University, but did not 
gra uate, ani he had been not only a merchant 
in New Spuin. or the West Lludies, but also in 
boston. He succeeded Mr, Deodat Lauson as 
pas or of the Saiem Village Church, and was in 
fact the first ordained pastor, his sour pre .e- 
ccssors being simply ministers. The chure 
covenant was drawn upon his coming, ani ae- 
cording io the records is “egreed upon and con- 
s-nicd unto by the Church of Christ, at Sa.em 
Viliage at their first em. odying in ve 1¥ Nov. 
1689.” which was the date of Mr. Parris’s tak. ng. 
otifice. ‘The pastor «trove a@ hard bargain wicist 
his people before taking settiement wiih tiem, 
He set thimselfabout impr. ssing upon t .6 peopie 
ol the viliage the great supremacy and majes.y 
of tiie ciurch over Satan and his legions. 
* His former residence in the neiztiborhoo!t of 
the Spanish Main, and the prominent part taken 
by his andi.n siaves in orig naling the proveed- 
ings at ihe village, May account,” says Upham, 
soins cf the feacures Of transaciion.” 


‘sThe Witchcraft Accusers.” 


The girls gathered in the parsonage to practice 
paimis:ry, sortune teiling and to learn toe won- 
ders of insigic and spiritua:ism, ip 
which the wily -West Iidians were 
Besides tie servants ihere were the pastor’s 
daugnter—Eiizabeth, aged nine, a remarkabiy! 
precocious chiid, who early re- 
moved from the sevwne by her iather; 
Abigail Whaititaims, the niece of Mr. Farris, 
and _ a member of the household; 
Ann Putnam, duughter of Sergeant and ihomas 
Putnam, the Parish Clerk anu Recorder, a girl 
oi 12 years of agz, Who-was in a larre degree 
the ieading ascent in all the subs: quent mis- 
chiel; M.y Waicot, a young miss of 17, whose 
father was Joiachan Wuakeot, tie captain o. che 
Village troop, a deacon ot the church, and the 
neigivor of the pastor, Mercy Lewis, aged 
17, Who Wiien auite youn; lived ior a inne ‘in 
the Zamuy oc Rev. George Burrovxhs, whom 
she atterwurds cried out agal st, aud wio in 
1692 was 2a donéstic in the iamiy ot Thomas. 
Putnam; E Habward, anoles | 
wiri of Lie niece 
Mrs. Dr. . Griges, living in taumily;. 
kiizabe.h Booth and Susannau Sheidon, cach 
18 years of age and velonging to | 
familics; Mary Warren, 20 years of ase, a ser- | 
Vantin the family of Join Vroctor, and Sarah 
Ciurchiil, who was about as od and wue was 
the sand-maiden of G ose Jacous, Sr. 
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Besidi s these “chi.dren,” a8 tley were called 
there were Mrs. Aun Patnain,tae mocier of 
ths iri of that maine; Mr~ Pop:; a woman 
named Binver, who uppeurs to aave lived in 
and Was a <0-sip and malicious busy- 
boty, and anotucr married woman by tue name 
0: Goolel., Whois us “anueicnt,” wor 
who .)pparenily had to do With. the 
proceedings alter the first outbreak. 


_. The girls and the children were eager learners 
from the crafty Titula, and progressed r:pidiy 
in vou ioo arts. There were at tirst no charges 

'made, but there were strang» exhibitions bv the 

|young people in their evening circles. They 

¢rept into holes and underchairs. They 

‘Strange fits and costortions, They acauired the 
ari of flushing their faces, becoming apparent y 

insensible and almost in a_rizor mortis, and 
then instantly recovering. They made fearful 
outcries, and writhed in alarming spasms. Very 

the goingson at the Pastor’s were 

town gossip, and discussed at everv fireside fir 

and near. Phe villages physician, Doctor Grivgs. 
was calle? in, and aft-r a sage diagnosis he 
gravely declared the children bewitche! and 

“under the evil hand,” which was the poputar 
conclusion when maladies refuse to yield to 

the prescribed remeiies. 


The Aze of Demonolozy. 


_. It was the age of witcher: t. The current bo- 
_ lief in demonology dated back years before. As 
back as 1660 witches had _veen burned. In 
1484 Sprenger published his “Hammer cf 
Witches;” in 1629, Paul Layman issue! his “‘Ju- 
dicial Processes Against Sorcerers an i Witch -s7”’ 
John Gaule of Lo:ton in 1646 published an oac- 
tavo entitled “ Seiect Cases of Conscience Con- 
cerning Witcher ift,” and treate:! of The Gypry, 


‘hat.’ Mr. 


or Fortune TeHing Witch,” “ The 
i Witch,” 

“wateh,” e Arted Witch,” and “ 
mancer.’’ 


|, Witchcraft did not originate in Salem. | Rev. 
Cotton Mather preached _to his people inthe 

A 
Oid North Church in Boston that ‘No place 
that I know of has gotsuch aspell upon it as 
will always keep the devil out, When we ave 
in our ehurch assemplie:, oh, how many. devils 
do you imogine crowd in among us? There is 
a devil that rocks one to sigen. There is a devil 
that makes another to be thinking of—he 
‘scarcely knows what himself.” 

witch was believe to have the power of 

Op2rating on her victims at 56” distance by the 

‘imstrumentality of puppets. A pin stuck in the 

puppet would pierce the flesh of the persona 

whom she desired to afflict. 

Margaret Jones, 


The Necro- 


| who was charged with 
having a malignant toven, which made persons 
‘coming in contact witi her deaf and illas 
Roush by physic, was executed in Boston in 


Mary Parsons of Springfield, wife of Hugh | 


‘Parsons. was sentenced to death in 1651 for 
witchcraft, and the veop'e of Sa:em Village had 
the remarkable cage of Mrs, Ann Hibbins of 
oston, wife of William Hibbins, who was 
wi lowed iti 1654 and hanged as a witch the 
year following—1655. Ths charge against her 
appears to have teen that “she unhappily 
guessed that twoof her persecutors, whoimn she 
‘saw talking in the street, were talking of her, 
which, proving true, cost her her lit+.” 
Bridget Bishop was tried for witchcraft and 
acquitted in 1680. In 1683 an Irishwoman named 
‘Glover was executed in Boston for bewitching 
four children named Gooiwin. | 
There were, hewever, two different views 
heid regarling the agents of the devil in Saiem. 
‘Both agreed that he worked his hellish machin- 
ations through human kind, but one he.d that 
the humay agent could not be an innocent 
person, and that he or she must renounce their 
faith in God and give their souis to Satan, 
while the other doctrine espoused by many was 


that the devil might comein ay persor.’s shape 
entirely without the: Knowl dze of the in- 
divilaal. acd he be innocent of any effort 10 
‘jniure the bewitched persons who cisimed to be 
afflicted through iis agency. 


The Clergy Called In. 


It was not ta be wondered at, therefore, that 
the expressed belief of tie doctor found ready 


Prognostic: t- 
“The Chanting or Ca cniating 
Venefical, or Poisoning Witch,” 
T Gastropamiec 


wus. 


were 


shoud agree tat the children were bewitehed. 
seeing the effet produced, the girls, became 
boider. Itis not the opimion that at first they 
hail any intention of aceusing any ody or going 
to the lengtls they afterward dij but they took 
a wicked delizht in practicing upon the credu- 
lity of the village :olk, and tie ostentatious 
complacency of such learned students as the 
Rev. Cotton Mather, whose zeal to convince his 


‘fel'ow creatures of his supremacy over Satan 
led to his woful and sad undoing in the end. 

The girls extended their overations beyond 
the parsonuge and tneir own families to public 
places. On a Lord’s Day Abigail Williams, in 
open meeting, insolentiy commanded Mr. Deo- 
dat Lawson, the preacher, “to stand up and 
name your text,” and ‘irs. Pope broke in with 
Now there is ough of that.’ An aged mem- 
ber of the church being present against whom 
2 warrant for witcheraft nad been o tained the 
day before, Abigail Williams called her name in 
service and said, “* Look where she sits on the 
beam. sucking her yeliow bird betwixt her 
fingers.” Ann Putnam, joining in, excl :imed, 
* There is a yellow bird siiting on the minister’s 
Lawson remarks, with much +im- 
plicity, that these things “ did something 1ter- 
rupt mein my first prayer, being so unusual, 
but he ‘raved up an} went on with the service. 
T.e girls wer: not rebuked, for they were -up- 
posed to i.e under an irrisistivie supernatural 
impulse. 

Rev. Mr. Parris, instead of checking the sill 
and «artful proceedings goiny on in his honschoid, 
called in his brother clerg; men, the D-scous 
and the Eid rstounite with him ai his house 
in a day of curnest supplication for rescuc from 
the power the great en my of souls. 
ministers came and the children were deiizhied 
to perform their pranks bef r> them, fliaing 
great sport in doing so no doubt, and ehuck:ing 
when by themselves over the sincer’ horror 
pressed by the men of God. The ministers in- 
dorsed Doctor Grizgs with one accord, The 
whole village beceme lost ina whirl of fanati- 
cism apparently with but few individual ex- 
ceptions. 

* Who was the agent of the devil bewitching 


ec edenee throuzpout. the and thatar 


the girl-?” 


_ The afilicted children were pressed to say who 
They held back trom answering, but 
they had gone too far_in their foily, an! finally 
cried out.“* Good,” Osban,” Titaba.”’ On the 
29th of February, 1692, warrants were issue 

for the arrest of the trio. The complainants 
Joseph Hutchinson, Edward Putnam, 
Thomas Putnam and Thomas Preston, 111 men 


ol standing an repute, a fact which shows how 


near! 


unanimous was the belief that the girls 
were 


witched. 
The Hearings Begun. 


On the first of Marci the two leading magis- 
trate.—Justices John Hathorne and Jonathan 
Corwin—came into the village with great pomp, 
escorted by the rshal, con-tabies #nd their 
aids, The people were ready to receive them 
and an immense concourse gathered on Inger- 
soll’s Cominon, so large that there was an ad- 
journment to the meeting house. ihere was 
an opening prayer. Sarah Good, a poor, vbrok«n- 
down creaiure, deserted by her husiand, wan- 
dering from door to door, beggin a living for 
herself and chil: ‘ren, was first arrvigne |. 

Sarah Geod’s Examination. 


She was a ked what evil spirit she had famil- 
jiarity with, and she said “ None.” 

“Have you made no contracts with the 
Devii?” 

**No,”’ was the reply. 


Why do hurt these children?” 


donot hurt them. I scorn it.’’ 
do you employ then te do it? 
nobody.” 

What creature do yon employ then?” 

. NO creature; but Lam falseiy accused.” 

Why did you go away muttering from Mr. 
Parris his house?” 

‘I did not mutter, but I thanked him for what 
he fave my child.” 

Tathorne desired the children all of them to 
look upon her and to see if this were the person - 
that hurt them;:and so they all did look upon 
her, and said this was one of the per.ous that 
them. Presently they were all tor- 

Cnoed, 
* Sarah Good, do you not see now what you 
have dione?) Why do you not tell us the truth? 
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thas torpent these poor childrén?” 


o not tormen 
files. Finally Sarah Good accused Sarah Os- 


hur of sewitching the children. The report 
further says that Good’s. an-.wors were 


refiacting and retorting against the authority 
with base aid abusive words; and iies 
ehe was takenin.” Her hustand was “afraid 
that she ether was a witch or would become 
very quick'y.” He told the Worshipful Mr. 
Hathorne that his reason for saying so was “hor 
bad carrisze to him; and indeed,” saidhe, “I 
oer say with tears that she is an enemy to al! 

Justice Hathorne appears in this examinnrtion 
to have based his ex2mination upon a foregone 
conclusion of the prisoner’s guilt. 
wis aliowed the witches. 


Sarah Osbun was the widow of Robert Prince, 


who left a valuabie farm never the present 


Porphyry Hall at Beaver Brook. This farm was) 


entailed to his two sons. er Osbun, 
his gardener, whe came over from  Ire- 
land, marrie! th witow in the hope 


getting the prop rtv. there is a tradi:ton in. 
the family that Al-xan‘ler was at the bottom of. 
the witchcraft accusetions made agaist Sarah, 
his wife, and was suspected of wishing to ret, 
her out of the way to get the farm in his own’ 
hands. If so he obtained his just des»rts, for 
after her ceath he was met by the entail), and 
Sarah Osbun’s sons were not deprived of theia 
inheritance. 

The examination of Oshbun was upon much 
the same ‘ine of procedure as that of Good, 
She denied that she harmed the chil¢ren. 

Tiiuba appears to have freshly a imitied 
conrection with witcheraft, and, itis believe’, 
was actuated by an artful purpose to help along 
the conspiracy an tricks of the She 
said the devil came to her and bid her serv’ him 
to hurt the children. She i:trodnee! the 
idea of the midnight ride of the witches, and 
swore that she had ridden on astick over the 
of ihe trees “Goody Good” and 


> 
>> 


GOVERNUR BRADSTREET. 


*“Gooly O-bun.” The devil showed her a 
“vellow bird” and “twocats—a rei catand a 
black cat.” Alithree of the women were com- 
mitte:l to Boston Jil. There they wire loaded 
with chains in accordance with the custom. 

v. Sam: Parris ‘eposeth thst a I the children 
were urievously afflicted tili Titubn began to 
confess, when all became qnict and remained 
so. Titubu was herse!f zreatly afflicted. | 

Leaded With Chains. | 


There is a charge in the recor is of these items 
in the Boston jailer’s bili: ‘‘May 29, 1692, to 
chains for Sarah Good and Srrah Osbun, 14 
shillings: to the keeping of an rom 
the 7th of March to the 10:h of May, when she. 


Such is the form of questioning adopte'l by the 
‘Magistrates, which has come down 


“given ina very wicked and spiteful manner," 


No counsel. 


, being 9 weeks and two ‘lays, £1 38 6d." 


‘The examinations of the oth 


the same. Old Giles Corey, whe hai en 
man in his early history with bis neigh- 
s, had joined the church in 1691 at the age 
of 80. He had buried two wives and was living 
with his third, Martha, when the witchcraft 
excitement broke ont. -He believed 
accusations of the children; his wife, a godiy 
woman, did not, and he got quite angry with 
her when she tried to prevent: his gotog to the 
examinations. She was cried out avain in con- 
sequence, and was arrested on the 19th of 
March. From her position in the chureh this 
act of the accusing children was of great bold- 
ness and tended to convulse the public mini. 
She was shrewd enough to ask that Ann Put. 
nam, whoclaimed to have seen her form ap- 
proach her, should tell what clothes she then 
wore, but Ann was artful, and said “that the 
Devil blinded her eyes that she could not see,’ 
and Mrs. Cor:y’s questio» was turned against 
her by the Magistrates. Her husband Giles w 
at first a witness against her, but soon repen 
of it and recanted his statements. Martha 
Corey’s prosecutors sought to show that her f 
quent and long prayers were addressed to the 


Other arrests of the persons already named 
followed rapidly. | 

Rebekah Nurse was the daughter of William 
Towne of Yarmouth, England, where she wag 
baptized February 21, 1621. er sister | 
Easty was hung as a witch. and another sister, 
Sarah Cloyse, was sentenced. 
Rebekah Nurse's purity and nobility of Chris- 
tian faith stands out in bright contrast with that 
of her juiges, She had piously gone to God i 
behalf of the poor affiictea persons. When told 
by Israel and Elizabeth Porter that she herself) 
was <poken of, ~he replied, “ Weil, if it be so, the 
willof the Lord be done.” She sat as it were 
ainszed, and said, Well, as to this thing. aig 
as innocent as the child un) orn; but surely,” 
she said. “ whatsin hath God found out in me 
unrepented of that He should lay | 
‘fiction upon me in my old age?” Forty of her 
friends and neighbors tried in vain to save Her, 

Darkness and gloom had: settled over the vil. 
lige when Deoiat Lawson, the predecessor of 
Parris in the ministry, came back on the 
wth of March. Mary Walcot went to see him 
uime-liately and had a fit on-the spot. His 
nind was filled with horrorand amazement, 
He saw subsequently Ann Putnam, the wife of 
‘Tuomas, sTievously sick, She went intoa 


of supernatural yision and exaltation anil 
a terrible fis, during which she ) f 
him to read the third chapter of Rey- 
elation, which. he. did, and 
she was well. The parsot) was astounded, On 
the next lecture day—lhursday—he preached 
to an excited audience, who crowded the build- 
ing, the famous witchcraft sermon which has 
gone iuto history from the text, Zechariah. iti 
2: "And the Lor! said unto Satan, the d 
rebuke thes, O Satan! even the Lord that hath 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee; is not this a 
brand plucked from the burning.” He told his 
awe-struck, fanatical hearers that Satan néver 
worked more like the prince -of darkness tha 
when he looks most like an angel of light. and 
when he most pretends to holiness, he then 
doeth most secretly and by consequence most 
surely. That sermon was like a match to tow, | 
From the hour of its close no one felt safe, all 
sense of security was lost. The examinations 
were afarce. If a person were cried out, death 
stared the accused in the face. The word of the 
irls wes taken, though Goody Bibber of Wen. 
am was detected in the act of sticking pins into 
herself at one of the hearings. The result wag 
the arrest of upwards of 150 the 
deaths of 22, of whom 20, counting Giles Corey, 
were execut d 


The Frivolous Charges. | 


The charges were often frivolous and absurd, 
Blithe Susannah Martin, comins up from Salis 
bury on a sloppy day, kept her snow 
white underskirts and shoes so dfy an 
neat that the slatterns of Salem cried out 
against her that she must be a witch because 
she caine so dry. The widow Martin wos 
short, active woman, Wearing scarf atid h 
piuinp and well deveioped, and. -wonderfully 
neat. Newbury woman testifi-d that she 
came to her houss in an extraordinary difvy sea- 


in tha’ 


such an 


immediately 


died 
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abu when tiie housewite expressed her sup- 


prise at her having ventured abroad in such tad 


walking, and bade her ciiildren make way 
her to come to the fire to dry_ herself, she 

| plied that “ she was as dry as 1 was,” sai the 
‘hostess, and “I was startied at it, that sh 
should come so dry, and told her that I should 
have been wet up tomy knees, if I should have 
‘come so faron foot.” She replied that sh 
‘scorned a drab: led tail,” and thus it was thes 
‘Sasanna came tothe galiows. She must be * 


Witeh to pick her way 80 daintily and suffer 


drabbling 

rxiget Bishop was in 1666 the Widow Was 
sa/o°. She married Thomas Qiiver, and aft 
his ieath Edward Bishop, “tne sawyer. 
Bridget had a taste for pay colors, She wore “a 
biack cap ana a black hat_and a red p:rag 
bolice.” border d and looped with differeni col- 
ors, She hed little regard for 
ruin. and her freedom from the Puritag 
austerity brouxht into disrepute. The 
tongues of the gossips were set against her ag 
early as 1680, when. she was tried ‘or a witen 
butacquitied. She kept a hous: of ent :-rtain- 
Ment at Royalside, with “shovel board,” and 
ordinary probably. Sse resented aspersiong 


Cast upon her characier, and her ton;cue wag 


sharp. The most absurd testimony was taken 
| per. id be 

arah Cioyse could not bear the spirit mani- 
_fested by Rev. Sam. Parris in his sermon on the 
‘Sunday following the harrowing scenes at the 
‘afraignment of her sister R» ckah. She 
hurriedly left the church. The wind caused the 


doortosiam. Mr. Parris atten led to tier case, 
Soon after she too wasa witch, charged with 
biting the flesh of Join Indian. — 

Rev. George Burroughs was engaged to preach 
im Salem Village in November, 1680. He was a 
sraduate of Harvard in 1670, and is supposed to 
tave been born in Scituate. He was preaching 
at Casco (now Portiand) in 1676, when 32 of the 
habitants were killed by In:lians, and he es- 
ped to an island. He hada hard and hitter 
_ Sperience as pastor in Salem Villageand left the 
rish early in 1683. He was at Wells in 1690. 
Known as _ “the littie black minister 
it lived at Casco Bay,” being of small stature 


| «ad dark complexion. He was possessed of mar- 


‘cleus strength, which, unfortunately for him- 
/>olt. was ascribed to supernatural powcr. It was 
Worn to at his trial, “that, being a little man, 
tiv liad performed feats beyond the strength of a 
giant, to wit: had held out agun of seven feet 
barrel with one han:l, an: hed earried a barrel 
dull of cider from a canve to the shore.” 
| So. dil an Indian, that was present, do the 
same,” replied Burroughs, 

Instantly, the accusers said it was “the black 
ma or the Devil, who,” they swore, “looks like 
nan, 
| Ynomas Greenslitt swore to seeing Mr. George 
| burroug.:s, thet was lately executed at Sal m, 
put the forefinger of his right and into the 
muzzle oi the barrel and hold the gun at his 
_arim’s end, 
| \Gevernor Bradstreet. 
_-Thusfar Governor Simo: Bradstreet, then 87 
years of age. the old carter Governor of Massa- 
husetts, held the reins of Government. He 
“as wisely conservative, and it is the belief 
«hat, though there had been witches hung in 
i068 past, he deprecated the Salem ont- 
jiweak, and had he remained, it would never 
have got beyond that town or attained the di- 
Anensions it did. 
Bat his Deputy Governor, Thomas Danforth, 
Wus greatly excited, and on the 11th of April 
with his advent with the Council at Salem, at 
the trial of Sarah Cloyse and Elizabeth Proctor, 
the State formaily took up the matter. The Mar- 
shal;was Herrick. Atter that the witchcraft 
herror spread over Andover and throughout Es- 
sex county, 
_, the trials were very exciting. The first death 
‘Warrant, that of Bridret Bishop, is given with 
this article. It is the only one preserved, 
whether because after the reaction there was a 
desire to obliterate the foul disgrace upon tiie 
colony or because ‘of the piliering of antiqua- 
rians is not known. 

Sir William Phipps came as Governor on May 
14,1692. William Stoughton suverseded Dan- 
forth as Deputy and _ was made Chief Justice of 
new Court of Oyer anil Terminer, with 
Nathaniel Saitonstall of Haverhill, Major Jonn 


‘Richards of Boston, M jor Bartholomew Ged- 
ney of Salem, Mr. nit Winthrop, Captain 
Samuel Sewall and Mr. Peter Sargent of Boston, 
as associates. Jonathan Currier of Salem suc- 


ceeded Saltonstall, who withdrew early from 


the service, . 
Only one conception of the scene at a witch 
trial befor : this court has been_ handed down to 
us. Jt is that of George Jacobs, the old 
farmer, whose house still stands on the right of 


the road to Danversport, next beyond the Gard- 


ner farm. He was 80 years of 6, and so 


afflicted with rheumatics as to be obliged to use 


two canes, which are now in the possession of. 


the Essex Institute. By the courtesy of Mr, . 


Frank Cousins, by whom it is copyrishted, The: 
Journal presents the scene at the trial of Mr. 
acovs, | 

His accuser was Sarah Churchill, his former 

servant, and his grand-daughter Margaret. : 
afterward biiterly repented and recanted, but 
their new statements were not believed. Mar- 
zaret Jacobs was herself imprisone i as a witch . 
and was in jail at the time of the delivery. 
She wrote a most touching letter to her 
before his execution and one to 
Judges who condemned her, The old gentle- 
man, who had not mentioned her in his will, in- 
serted a clause to give her £10 in silver. signify- 
ing that he knew of her repentance, which Was . 
a great comfort to Margaret undoubtedly. _ . 
~ The heroism of Giles Corey in standing mute 
and refusing, being willing to be pressed to 
death rather than to plead, and the final accusa- 
tion of Mrs. Hale, the wife of the Beverly minis- 
ter, a woman of such high standing an . purity 
of character as to cause her prosecutors to 
pause, stemmed the tide of fanaticism and 
turned the current the other way. The lon 
series of convictions was followed by an era o 
acgnittals, until Governor Phivps himself 
opened the doors of the jaiis to a general jail 
delivery in May, 1693, 

Even then the prisoners, many of them, could 
not gain their liberty until their charges for 
board and costs were paid. Marzaret Jacobs re- 
maine d-for a long period until a citizen paid her 
costs. Her grandfather's estate bad beon seized, 
and all his personal property confiscated by the 
Sheriff, as was the case with most of the accused, 

Wealthy men had heen able to escape, as did 
Philip English,the Salem, merchant, with his 
wife, and some others. This was another matter 
which opened the eves of the common people, 
English returned to Salem and died in 1740. 

Oi the 150 arrested it. is said that 55 con- 
fessed and soine of them admitted some irregu- 
lar performances. Many of these, to their honor 
be it said, recanted and suffered imprisonment 
and death in consequence. | 
There was a temptation to confess, because in 
nearly every instance the se,.-uccusing wite 
escaped the scaffold. 

It isasinguiar feature of the affair. that the 
homes as well as the names of. many 
of the accusers have disappeared — alto- 
gether. Simuel Parris was_ finally driven 
irom his pulpit and left the village, 
leaving nought behind him. 

After his removal from Salem Village he was 
employed to preach in Stow, aftery@jrd at Dun- 
stable and at Sudbury. He died ‘in the last 
named town Feb, 27,1720. _ His later years were 
darkened with poverty and manifold troubles. 
The only trace left of him is the tombstone to 

his wife, Elizabeth, in the Wadsworth Ceme- 
tery. which bears this inscription : 
“ ELIZABETH Parris, aged about 48 years, 
Dec. July ye 14, 1676. 

Sleep Precious Dust, no stranger now to Rest, 

Thou hast thy longed wish in Abraham’s Brest. _ 

Farewell Best Wife, Choice Mother, Neighbor, Friend, 

We'll wail thee lesa for hopes of thee i’ th’ end, 8. Be 

Cotton Mather, who had anticipated great 
personal glory from his share in the delusion, 
was left it a wreck, and lost 
grasp on the he had hoped for, 
the Presidency of Harvari College. His self-com- 
plecousy received a blow from which he never 

ully recovered. His diary of 1724 shows him 
to be a disappointed old man. He writes that 
some had sought to affront him by calling their 
negroes Cotton Mather, and he asks. where is 
there a man with such monstrous relatives as 


Tradition has it that the accusers came to 
abandoned and dissolute lives, as one might ex- 
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is muc ‘left untold, but today at 
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house, decayed, deserted, 
living all de arted, 
° ac with m dmight revel 
ost, or goblin evil; 
No Sale blue flame sends out its Hashes 
roof and shattered sashes. 
paral tothe rouna the hazel spring 
y to night air sing, 
Refresh and ease their broomstick nags 


those hazel-shadowed *vaters 


we meet for Satan’s daughters; 
he more their mimic tones be heard— 
The mew of cat, the chirp of bird— 
Shall blending with the hoarser laughter 
Of the fell demon folluwing after.” 


C. F. W. ARCHER. 


; 
‘ 
>» 
* 
Eas 
4 
4 ° 
‘ 
4 
* 
= 
an 
ot ‘ 
By P 
) 
4 
4 
tr 
} ~ 
| 
4 
“ 
4 
A 
43 
a 


= 
« 
‘ 
+ 
4 
» 
~ 
a 
4 
if 
~ 
4 
ag 
$ 
, 
4 
and 
a 
Fa 
4 
é 
at 
j 


